50 YEARS OF TUBE REPAIRING
IN BUENOS AIRES

Abel Santoro, LUSDXI

The leading figure in this story is Mr.
José Schiaffo, an electronic technician,
born in Tealy on February 3, 1923, At the
age of [ive he arrived in Argentina with his
parcnts, o be silvaled herc in Buenos
Adres.

11is first contact with clectron tubes was
in 1945, at the age of 22, while helping his

father. The latter was working on an oxy-
gen, air, and water installation for the
laboratory of a new Lube factory named
PRODINAR {a contraction of Produccidn
Argenting), on Honduras St in Buenos
Aares. Thas factory was intended to make
(and repair) power triode tubes for browd-
casting, high-tension rectifiers, and X-ray
lubes.

The [aclory was under the management
of the American engineer Ellioit Bard,
who seeing worthy  performance from
young José in his work, proposed Lhat he
join the new factory. He accepted the job,

Left to right: Santoro, Schiaffo, and Martin in the little garage.

and was pul o work as a filament and grid
assembler on high-power triodes.

Al the end of 1946 Mr. Bard was sched-
uled to return to the Uniced States towork
for the UL 5, governmeni™. Al this point
Mr. Schiaffo left the factory, (o join an-
olher, newly [ormed private company for
tube repairing. Named Ldpez & Windus,

1L was silualed at the interseetion of Costa
Rica and Humboldl Sts. m Buenos Adres
city. '1his company was [ormed by the ex-
pert glass rechnician Mr. Salvador Lopes
and the mvestor Mr. Enrique Windus,
They were looking for an expert clectron-
tube assembler, at which Mr. Schiallo was
imvited to join the new company with a

* Bard scems to have had an intercontinental
career. The 1946 [RIL direclory shows him as
working for cquipment maker Darker &
Williamson in Upper Darby, PA; then, in
1949, back in Arpgentina as chief engineer of
Badio Belgrano., - Ed.
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A TBS/2500 tune on the glass lathe.

The carburizing bench, for thoriated-tungsten filaments.
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anode and grid dissipation and insulaticn are measured,

high salary. He begin there repairing
high-perwer tubes for the local broad-
casting stations Radio Mitre (30 KW) and
Radic Belgrano (100 kW), Mr., Schiafto
learned here the rechniques of glass scal-
ing and a lot of "trade scerets” on tube
manufacture and repair. Io a short tme
he reached the level of quality-conlrol
manager.  He worked here some ten
years and finally left work at this company
in 195%, when he saw the possibility of
going to assemble a tube-repair labora-
tory in the Republic of Chile, Me. Schiat-
[owent 10 Chile in 1956 to have dn inter-
view with the president of the Chilean
Broasdessting Association, Mr, Ricarda
Vivadi, who was sirongly interested in
establishing a laboratory for rebuilding
power tubes for broadeasting in Chile.
‘Then Mr. Schiaffo returned 10 Buenos
Adres to ook for s wale Sara and small
daughters Alicia and Patricia. The tamily
ook a Lrip to Chile in the sammer of 1957,

Six months later the laboratory was
completed, with two independent high-
vacuum equipment setups - one for tung-
sten-filament tubes alone, the olther [or
thorated wungsien - RI° heating eguip-
ment, furnaces for degassing parts, cte.
Mr. Schiaffo worked here wntil 1960,

when, with his family not really accustom-
ed 10 living in Chile, decided 1o return 1o
Buenos Aires. On refurning, he en-
countered a friend, the scromautical cn-
gincer Mr. Alfredao Davins, who made him
g proposal to assemble a tube-repair lab-
uratory, hirst in Mexico, later in Cuba, bul
Mr. Schiaffo turped down those propos-
als, deciding rowork again in Buenos Adir-
o&, ropainng clectron tubes. He con-
tacted Mr. Benigno Novoa and Mr
Roberio Villani, owners of the fube-im-
porting company “lmportadora Elec-
tromica” [ presently located at 949 Salta Se
i Buenos Adres city), wilth which he asso-
ciated. 1lle soon built a complete new lab-
aratory inwhich he undertook repair of all
types Of glass-civelope high-power tabes.
He worked here some Lhirty years, 10
1991, when lelt this association. 1le then
built 4 last laboratory o a little garage of
his friend, the electronic technician Mr.
Lucic Martin, in Vicente [opez, Buenos
Adres. Nowadays, Schiallo(at age 80)and
Martin (at 67), spend their spare time re-
pairing clectron tubes in the hitle garage.
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